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practical: Hunter 39

private area. Also outside the portside 
cabin door is the navigation area with 
its sizeable chart table. Nice touches 
here include a handy night vision light, 
beautifully smooth combings and a user-
friendly control panel on the bulkhead. 
The navigator can comfortably sit 
here and run his electronic charts on 
the large flat screen in the forward 
bulkhead, when the kids aren’t watching 
TV or using one of the two entertainment 
systems that can be optionally fitted. 
The Sony Marine system on the review 
boat looked stylish and multifunctional, 
with obligatory MP3 capabilities, 
and the Bose DVD system finished 
off the multimedia entertainment.

Powering all this gear is an 80AMP 
alternator attached to the 29HP Yanmar, 
however a 120AMP model is available, 
as well as the optional 40HP motor.

Another feature I liked was the 
simplicity of a shaft drive, rather than 
the more complex sail drive, and engine 
access was excellent with gas struts 
easily lifting the engine box for all 
round views of the donk.

Moving forward, past the stainless mast 
compression post, to the V-berth, the tall 
topsides clearly pay dividends here with 
good headroom and locker space.

Another plus point is the multitude of 
handrails and stanchions ensuring the 
main cabin is secure for crew moving 
about while at sea.

At Sea
Leaving our own marina for a trip down 
the harbour, the 40HP Yanmar and shaft 
drive triple bladed prop pushed us along 
easily. I noted 7.2 knots as revs maxed 
out at 3200rpm before slowing us down 
to pull out the roller furling mainsail, 
effortlessly done after Matt released the 
mechanism at the mast.

Paying out the Furlex headsail went 
without dramas, powering us up the 
harbour quickly. With the mainsail 
able to be controlled from the cabin 
top winch or the primaries at the 
helm, the crew or single hander could 
manage the sail plan easily. Adjusting 
the traveller proved a bit of a mystery, 
as it’s hidden on top of the bimini, but 

any owner should become accustomed 
to this arrangement. Steering with 
the dual helm gives the purist sailor 
plenty of options – sit out watching the 
headsail tell tales during twilight races 
or hunker down below the bimini on 
longer passages.

The 39 proved well mannered on 
all points of sail, with broad reaching 
perhaps the most comfortable. Upwind 
performance was impressive, given 
the wide jib sheeting angles of the rig, 
with a wind angle of 32 degrees noted 
while doing 7.4kts in the 17kt breeze. 
While running you had to watch the 
mainsail on the raked back shrouds and 
spreaders, so ideally gibing your way 
downwind was the best plan of action.

In a crowded market the new 
Hunter 39 certainly stands out I’d say, 
mainly for its overall quality and user 
friendliness with enough options to 
satiate even the most demanding owner. 
As the Aussie dollar matches strongly 
to its US counterpart at the moment 
cruising in style to that favourite 
anchorage won’t break the bank.

Specifications 
Length Overall	 39’5”	 12.01 m
Hull Length	 38’9” 	 11.18 m
Waterline Length	 34’8”	 10.57 m
Beam 	 12’11” 	 3.38 m
Draft – Shoal 	 5’0” 	 1.52 m
Draft – Deep 	 6’6”	 1.98 m
Displacement – 	 18,501 lbs	 8,391 kg 
Shoal	
Ballast – Shoal	 6,027 lbs	 2,734 kg
Ballast – Deep 	 5,603 lbs	 2,541 kg
Sail Area – Std 	 991 ft2 	 92.07 m2
Sail Area – Furling 	 904 ft2 	 83.98 m2
Inboard Engine 	 29 HP 	 21.3 kW
Fuel Capacity 	 136 L
Water Capacity 	  284 L
Holding Tank Capacity	  94 L
CE Classification	 A/10
Price:	 $327,326.00 (review boat)

Hunter signature design is plenty 
beam, bimini mainsheet track and 
‘look, no backstay’.

Likes
✓ Level of comfort
✓ Spacious
✓ Overall quality	

Dislikes
✗ Dimly lit stern cabin
✗ Exposed electrics at windlass


